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A Questionnaire Survey on Seating Tools for Children (Persons) with
Severe Motor and Intellectual Disabilities, Including Dysphagia.
: Amulti-National Hospital Collaborative Study

Yasutaka Umayahara, Megumi Takahashi, Satoshi Shoji
Toshiaki Harada, Hirokazu Nishikata and Yoshiaki Otsuka

Abstract

A questionnaire was sent to 41 hospitals, all of which had agreed to take part in a multi-national hospital collaborative sur-
vey about use of seating tools in children (persons) with severe motor and intellectual disabilities including dysphagia. The
questionnaire covered patients’ eating function, gross motor function and use of seating tools. As aresult, it was revealed that
seating tools reflect eating function according to a type classification of dysphagia. A seating chair, reclining system and tilt-
ing system were very frequently used by type 1 with low eating function. And a wheelchair and a chair were very frequently
used by type 6 and type 7 with relatively high eating function and relatively high gross motor function. But a belt was very
frequently used by type 7, it was conjectured that choice of the belt took into account intellectual impairment and body mo-
tion. Therefore, it was conjectured that choice of seating tools for children (persons) with severe motor and intellectual dis-
abilities including dysphagia took into account intellectual impairment and body motion as well as eating function and gross

motor function.
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