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What Bradley owed
77y RL—03EY TnH b0

His name was Bradley. They called him Tiddley, because when he was young he was so little and
tiny. He was only about eight years old, with light hair and blue eyes and a sunny smile, but he
had gotten into a bad habit of counting everything as worth so much money. Now, that is the worst
possible thing for a little boy, for there are lots of things that money cannot buy. Money can't buy
the very best things, as this story will show you.
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One morning when Bradley came down to breakfast, he put on his mother's plate a little piece
of paper neatly folded. His mother opened it, and what do you think was on it? She could hardly
believe it, but this is what Bradley had written there :

B2, 77y ) —=PHBOIZENEE, EHALLMY LI AT/NES B E BRI AOIRY IR
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Mother owes Bradley : For running errands . . 25 cents For being good .... 10

For taking music lessons. 15 Extras 5 Total .... 55
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His mother smiled, but did not say anything and when lunch time came she placed the bill on
Bradley's plate with fifty-five cents. Bradley's eyes fairly danced when he saw the money and
thought his business ability had been quickly rewarded, but with the money there was another little
bill, which read like this :
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Bradley owes mother :

For being good to him. Nothing

For nursing him through his long illness with scarlet fever .... Nothing

For clothes and shoes and gloves and playthings. Nothing

For all his meals and his beautiful room . . . Nothing

Total that Bradley owes mother . . Nothing
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Now, what do you think that boy did after he read those words? Do you think he put the fifty-five
cents in his pocket and went off whistling? I am sure you know better than that. The tears came
into Bradley's eyes, and he put his arms around his dear mother's neck and put his little hand with
the fifty-five cents in hers, and said, “Take the money all back, mamma, and let me love you and
do things for nothing." Now this is a story and it has no text and there is no sermon, but I think you
know what it means
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